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ADVERTISEMENT, 


ſort, of every Ruler of any por where 


thay live. 


What ligs been already Publiſhed by them, ; 


I ſhould have thought, for my Part, had been 


ſufficient to ſhew that the Accuſations againſt 


them were idle, and could not poſſibly be 


true. However, at the Deſire of ſome Well - 


wiſhers of theirs, but not for their on 
| ſakes, whatever can be imagined neceſſary 
to ſatisfy Men of Senſe or Candour, or com- 


mon Modeſty, I think will not be we long 
before it be ce. 5 


97 
5 „ 
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LETTER, Ge 


SIR, 


tion, who gave himſelf the Trouble 
to make Compariſons between other 


Claſſes of Men and Us, ſo it was likely, in 


the uſual courſe of theſe Things, that the 


Compariſon ſetting out with Papiſts would 
end ſtill worſe, if you had Inclination and 


Time to continue in that Strain: 


Which would be the more eaſy. for you, 
as you will find plenty of ſuch Proofs. as you 


want i in ſome or other of the Hundreds of 


Books wrote againſt us: There being left 


5 neither Name which Men or Books could 


be called by, nor Hereſy to be aſperſed with, 


which ſome of our Fellow Proteſtants have 2 


not employed againſt their Elder Siſter theſe 
| hundred Years, ſince they left them a \ Prey 
to their bitter Enemies. 5 


8 you was the firſt Perſon in your Na- 


1 


161 
It is true however, in the mean time, that 
we have converted more ſmall Sects to the 
Simplicity of the Goſpel, than we ever heard 
that our Antagoniſts, have done /ingle Per- 
| ſens; we having beſides this, for thirty 
Years paſt preſerved, by Worthy and Chriſtian 
Meaſures, in their own ſeveral Religions, as 
long as they poſſibly could or. would ſtay 
therein, great Numbers of uſeful, valuable 
and rich Proteſtants, who were at variance 
with their own Mother-Churches ; and do 
actually to this very Day concert with ſome 
of the principal Perſons of both Religions, 
and ſucceed in the ſame ſort of meaſures ; 
whereby many thouſand Lutherans and Cal- 
viniſis are kept by us from quitting the Re- 
| ligion they were born and bred in; who 
would elſe infallibly be for h them- 
ſelves _— into our Pale. 


; It i is farther 9 e 0 rue, that the con- 
ſtant Tenor of our Preaching ſuggeſts the 
W of all that is alledged againſt us: 


And that « our daily Conduct Is 7 
quite the Reverſe of all the Stories they tell 
of us. N 


But as, if our Edemiee are to be credited, 
| we incroach always upon other Churches, 
| = and 


[7] 
and endeavour to recruit ours by Deſerters 
from theirs---That our Delivery from the 
Pulpit, is always contrary to our real Opini- 
ons---That our exemplary Conduct is only 


an artificial means to cover Immorality--- 


and that in ſhort, we are Heretics, who are 
neither to be believed, nor with whom Pub- 
tica Fides ſervanda eff ; 


What Rule is left for any one to go by in 


determining our proper Character, moral or 


civil? 


There are, however, ſome general Princi- 
ples of Decorum and Equity which ought to 
be obſerved in every Controverſy whatſover *. 


HFaving 


| * Should not the Maxims in the Law be remembered by 


Writers in this Realm? vide 5 Coke 125. 


« If a Libel be againſt a private Man, it deſerves a ſe. 


4 yere Puniſhment; for although the Libel be made 
„ againſt one, yet it incites all thoſe of his Family, Kin- 
« dred or Society, to Revenge; and ſo tends per conſeguens, 


« to Quarrels and Breach of the Peace, and may be the 


ac cauſe of ſhedding Blood and great Inconvenience.” - 


« Tt is not material whether the Libel be true or falſe, or | 


whether the Party againſt whom it is made be of good or 
« ill Fame; for in a ſettled ſtate of Government, the 


Party grieved ought to complain, for every Injury done him, 
e in the ordinary courſe of Law; and not by any means to 
revenge himſelf, either by the odious courſe of Libelling 


or otherwiſe,” 
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Having premiſed thus much, I proceed 
to propoſe a few Matters to the Conſideration 

of yourſelf, and thoſe who may be your 
Friends, = SrOTR oe 
We are all of Opinion, that although it 
would have been 5% that thoſe Libels had 
been publiſhed during the Time our two Bills 
of 1747 and 1749 were in Parliament, and 
before they had paſſed into Acts, for then 
2 would 


Libels are alſo compared to poiſoning and robbing a 
« Man of his gopd Name, which ought to be more preci- 
% gous to him than his Life; and the Offenders, Authors of 
Libels, ought to be ſeverely puniſhed.” 
Now, thbugh it is almoſt infallibly certain, that neither 
the Ordinary, nor any of his Family, will either beat or 
cauſe to be beaten ; or, if they can avoid it, without acting 
contrary to Law, Proſecute or cauſe to be Proſecuted, 
. thoſe Libellers, who in the Eye of the Law and all Men, 

deſerve condign Puniſhment ;--yet, as many Perſons admire 
him and. love him, and others hope to profit by the great 
Engagements he is under for their ſakes, for whom and for 
whoſe Conduct it would not be fair however to make him 
reſponſible; (if any of theſe Libellers againſt him ſhould 
happen to be Proſecuted, Cudgelled or Kicked for ſo many 

downright indecent Lies told of him,) or lay at his Door ſuch 

— s, ſo contrary to the Greatneſs of his Spirit, to his 

Principles, and to the Goodneſs, of his Inclinations. 


I Suppoſing it was true, which is moſt Impudently and 

| Notoriouſly falſe, that the Moravians had {urreptitiouſly 
obtained a Settlement, by Impoſing upon a Nation in like. 
manner with the Gibeonites, as your faithful Friend > 


To] 


would have been a very proper time and op- 


Yrtunity to have inquired into the matters 
in queſtion, which now at this time ſeems 


to be little elſe but actum agere, and we had 


had the moſt wiſhed for Stage to clear our- 
ſelves upon: Yet it is, at all Events, better 


that thoſe Libels have been publiſhed during 
the Abode here of the Perſon you call Count 


 Zinzendorff, from 1751 to 1755, whoſe 
Writings and continual Courſe of Actions, 
have been ſeen by ſo many Engliſh Witneſſes 


to bear no ſort of Reſemblance to the De- 
ſcription of him to be met with in the Da )- 
FTT bings 


7 the Spy infamouſly inſinuated, (by occaſion of the Article in 
the Report of the Houſe, that the Unitas Fratrum were poſ- | 


| feffed of Subſtance) and to whom you have greedily given 
redit againft a ſober honeſt People, do you hope and de- 
fire to excite in the Publick, ſuch a Treatment of them, 


which the two Acts made in their Favour (on the 


Encouragement of which ſome hundreds of them have 
ſettled ſo uſefully and profitably for America, at ſo vaſt an 
Expence to themſelves, without mentioning here the im- 


menſe Sums theſe /ro/ing Sectaries have brought into and ſe- 
cured for this Country) did not give them the leaſt Ground 


to expect, but the contrary? : | 
And do you not remember, that becauſe of Saul's Viola- 
tion of the Publick Faith, which had been given the Gibeo- 


nites 19 ogg and the Princes of the Congregation 430 


Years before, although the Gibeonites had obtained the Proter- 


tion by Fraud manifeſted at that time ; the Family of Saul was 
puniſhed, and the whole People of Iſrael afflicted by God 


with Famine three Years? 2 Sam. 21. 


I never till this very Day imagined, that the Legiſlature 


encouraged the Bre hren's going 10 4nerira, becauſe they 


Were 
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[ 10 ] | 


bings of thoſe Libellers, than if they had 
been delayed ſtill ſome Years longer T7. 


As the Libels againſt us have had their 
Courſe thro' all other Countries in all Parts of 
the World, it was but natural that they 
ſhould find their way into this Country: 
The ſooner therefore Libels began, and the 
more of them came out pretty much at the 

OY 10 ſame 


were 2 Rich or Numerous People, but becauſe of their be- 
ing known to be well affected to Government, and to be 
a uſeful and exemplary People, of weight among their Neigh- 
A 

It was a Point of Importance for the Government there, 
to have in the Brethren a Counterpoiſe of aſſured Friends, 
againſt the infinite Increaſe of Foreigners in thoſe Countries, 
ſome of whom are not in the beſt Repute for Submiſſion to 
Superiors, being Deſpiſers of Magiſtracy, with pretty much 
the ſame ſort of Affection and Reſpect for Gentlemen in 
general, as ſome turbulent Peaſants of old; and who hate 
the Brethren unmercifully for their ſtrengthening the Pow- 
er of the Beaſt, (as they term it in their nonſenſical Jargon) 
by teaching all Men that the Magiſtrates are to be looked 
upon as Parents, and Subjects as Children. 
Whatever was ſaid in the Papers laid before the Houſe 
about their good Circumſtances, though notoriouſſy and 
ſtrictly true, was ſaid without the Advice of C. Z. and was 
only ſaid in order to ſhew that they were not uſed to re- 
ceive, nor would aſk for pecuniary Aſſiſtance, nor wanted 
it, in order to Tranſport themſelves to America. That was 
the Point in Queſtion and to be prove. ; 
And here in handing this Piece to the Preſs, I take the 
Liberty as an Engliſhman 1 with Facts, and as a 
Man pretty largely concerned in this Country, and full of 


honeſt Zeal for the Honour and Welfare of the Britiſh | 
Name and Dominions, to inſert the above Remark of mine, 


e [ 12 ] 
ſame time, the eaſter the Work would be of 
thoſe who ſhould take the Trouble to ſiim 


up the various Charges againſt us, out of 


them all at once, as well as of thoſe who 
take the Pains to anſwer them, which is fo 
eaſy a Taſk, that copying and tranſlating 
What had been anſwercd before by us in 
other Countries, to the very ſame Queſtions 
pretended to be drawn from our Writings, 
and to the ſame Facts which are alledged 


again in this Country, would be the chief Part 
iS 1 2 


as a Warning to my Countrymen (who have not engaged 
themſelves already too far to retreat) againſt the Intrigues of 
certain obſcure Foreigners in this Country, Correſpondents 
and Agents of the Enemies of the Brethren, who having no 


natural Intereſt in this Kingdom, may be ſuppoſed to be 


very little copcerned what happens to it, or what other Na- 
tions may ſay of it, and who have attempted, and perhaps 
ſucceeded, in unnatural and undue Influence upon ſome Per- 
ſons in England, and who are underhand buſy at more of 
them, moving Earth and Hell (they have no Hopes of en- 

aging Heaven on their Side, which has fo often interpoſed 


in favour of the Brethren) to diſquiet, diſcourage, and 
drive out a worthy and uſeful People, infinitely more dee 
ſerving the Thanks, Encouragement, Regard, Protection 


and good Wiſhes of this Nation, than all their avowed or 
ſecret Antagoniſts put together „Ide Editor. 


| 4 To the alarming repeatedly, and Gippſing from time 
to time the new Settlers in America, and di 
others from going thither. 


And in truth, I am aſhamed that the butcherly, coarſe, 
beaſtly way of Writing, practiſed in Germany againſt that 


great Man, and the Licentiouſneſs in abuſing him there, is 
followed here as a Faſhion proper for Imitation. 
| n N 5 The Editor. 


ſcouraging 


x Ne ares bod EE ot gt 


% 
arg 


of the Work. Beſides een to the Eng- 


liſh Books themſelves of ours, very little new 
matter need be wrote on theſe Points. 


As Silence upon being accuſed ridiculouſly 
of monſtrouſly improbable Things, can pro- 
ceed either from a ſuppoſed Chriſtian Rule 
(Math. v.) or from ſtoical Indifference ; or 
from Contempt of the Accuſation; or from 
many other Reaſons common among Man- 
kind ; -or from any Reaſon whatſoever ſooner 
than from Conſciouſneſs of Guilt ; with what 
Right can this laſt Reaſon for Silence, tho' 
a very honeſt one (but yet extremely un- 
faſhionable in the World) in caſe of Guilt, 
be alledged to be the ſole one in any accuſed 


| Perſon? 


Does "TY an n Aſperſion againſt any Man 
find Credit with any but very raſh or ill na- 
tured People, or ſuch who have no true 


- Knowledge of Mankind? 


Can any Man at all who has read indeed 
any of the Brethrens Writings, heard any of 
their Sermons, known any Perſon among 
the leading Brethren as they are called, or 
been acquainted with any of their Affairs 


wal, * give Credit to ſuch an Aſſertion 
* 


of; 7 of 


againſt them, as this---They are ſilent, be 


cauſe they are Mau ? 


Shall a Man who calls himſelf a Diſciple 


of the Lord, according to the Antique Scrip- 

ure-Jaſte, where, he ſays, he finds the 
Conduct he is to obſerve, with regard to At- 
tacks againſt him, explicitly and literally pre- 
 feribed, be obliged to wield Weapons he 


does not profeſs, or go out of that Courſe of 


his, to follow one not * in Scrip- 
ture? 


Why do not the Pretenders to underſtand- 
ing the Bible, thoſe Controllers of it who 


will wreſt it to their own private Opinions, 
and correct it to their Taſte, and cheque it 
with other Books, why do not theſe Imagi- 


ners read his Conduct in the expreſs Words 


of the Bible, where they will find it — 


preſcribed ? 


Can People of real 18 be ſnpoled 


to have nothing elſe to do but diſcuſs mat- 


ters with Parallel- makers, impertinently bu- 
ſy for the Entertainment of indolentiy in- 


est Readers . 


*% 
1 Is * an Probability chat a 1 who employs =: 
leah ehen! lours every Day in Preaching, Rae - Re- 
. eving 


Is it neceſſary for us in order to clear our- 
ſelves to great Numbers of Perſons, who 
have as little Buſineſs with us as we with 
them, and whom we do not ſeek to be ac- 
quainted with, to give an Account 70 them 
(which we never refuſe to proper Inquiries, 
made decently by any Man, and which we 
are fond to lay before Chriſtian Powers) of 
our Perſons and Principles, when by our 
doing ſo, we are ſure to diſpleaſe ſo many thou- 
ſand Friends and Brethren, worthy and ſen- 
ſible People, with whom we are properly con- 
cerned, who aſſure us from time to time that 
the Libels deſerye no Notice, and who can- 
not endure that we take any at all of them? 


Should not the Behaviour in open Day- 
light, the direct contrary of what is aſſert- 
ed of any Society by their Accuſers, at laſt 
| ſtop the Mouths of any but ſuch hard- faced 
People, whom all the World judge to de- 
ſerve no Notice? V 


lieving diſtreſſed Perſons, taking meaſures to pay others 
Debts, providing Neceſſaries for at leaſt 100 Miniſters of 
the Goſp I, and giving his Heart to the ſpecial Care of ſo 
many thouſand People he is perſonally acquainted with, 

the Circumſtances of whom he is obliged to inquire after 
thoroughly at leaſt once a Vear, has Time left him over 
and above, and to ſpare, to go through all the elaborate 
Nonſenſe that is laid to his Charge? I he Editor, 


- 


. 
1* 


Ws ©. 
Do not the Abuſes the Papiſts throw out 


upon the Proteſtants, the Proteſtants now and 


then haply on them, the various Branches of 
Proteſtants on one another, the Theological 


Diſputers in general, as well as the Political 


Parties in this Country, call upon every Man 


who writes a Book againſt another Party to 
be extremely careful, leſt he fall into the 


common Accident of miſrepreſenting ? un- 
leſs he ſhould imagine the World is made up 


chiefly of Readers, as incautious and haſty, 


or as much concerned to find Fault, as him- 


ſelf. 


Why has not the Method propoſed by the 


Ordinary of the Brethren been more at- 
tended to ? who (Preface to the Plain Caſe, 


page 7.) ſays, If People of this Nation, 
« Men of Faſhion and good Manners--- 
ce would be pleaſed to let us know their im- 
ec partial Scruples, and what they want to be 
te informed of about us with regard to the 
e matters in queſtion, and in a manner pro- 
per for publick epiſtolatory Writings and 
d agreeable to the Conſtitution of this Coun- 
« try, then he would anſwer them him- 
* ſelf.” Can a Man who ſays he will anſwer 
any thing propoſed to him handſomely 


and with good Manners, be accuſed of hav- 
ing nothing to ſay for himſelf, or of con- 
1 5 Ly | fellng 
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felling the Charges againſt him, becauſe he 


will not take Notice of uncandid indecent 
Writings, and ill Names and open Calum- 
nies, by Perſons * = Faſhion and worſe 
Manners | 1 


Shall a People who Babe profelſed pub- 


lickly in their * 1 cheir Doctrine 


and Liturgy, 71 » 


© That if the OT of the Church | 

« of England, or other pious Di- 

e vines, will be pleaſed farther 

« friendly to confer with them, 

e and ſuggeſt to them their good 

c Advice, they will receive it thank- 

4 fully, make uſe thereof, yea freely 

<« Confeſs it, where by their means, 

te they may find themſelves unde- 
"mu ceived ; 1 


be treated e as if they were en obſti- 

nate Hereticks, by thoſe who have taken no 
Step, ſhewed no Friendlineſs, or offered 
any Advice, given any Warning, or propoſ- 
ed any Correction, but ſet out at once with 
Fire and Sword, to hack, hew, burn, 


: an, ds and blow up all at once * 


Can 
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Can any Man whatſoever excuſe himſelf 


for judging raſhly of a People, in the Neigh- 


bourhood of whom he lived, and from 
whom he could have got Materials to form a 
true Judgment ; eſpecially after that People 
had repeated their Offers to anſwer all 


Comers, and all Queſtions which ſhould be 


decently propoſed ? 


As this has been ſo often and ſo earneſtly 


deſired by the Moravian Branch of the Unitas + 
Fratrum, which at the very beginning ſet 
out with an Account of themſelves to the 


Engliſh Church, in a more explicite Manner 
than they had done any where elſe ; why has 


it never been put in Practice with regard to 


them ? 


Has any Man of Honour who has the 
German Books themſelves, from whence 
the pretended Extracts, Abſtracts or Quota- 


tions made by the Foreign Defamers of us, 


told you that theſe Quotations, Fc. were 


fair ones ? 


Have our Biſhop's Theological Max- 
ims extracted from ſeveral different Ger- 
wr Me og VVV 


1 
man Pieces of his publiſhed in Engliſh by 


Mr. Gambold, been fairly quoted by you? ? 


Would it not have been much more pro- 


per to read theſe Extracts for Edification, 


and to learn by them, than to extract thoſe 


| Extracts in order to ſpoil them? 


Would it not have been more proper for 


you to have ſtuck to what was publiſhed in 


Engliſh of that Author's Writings, to which 


every Man here could turn, and be a Judge 
of, than to venture to give your Judgment 
of German Pieces, extracted by Adverſaries, 


of whoſe Capacity and Candour you could 
not poſſibly judge? 


And why muſt Engliſh Paſſages be intro- 


| duced and led on the Stage by Quotations 


from other Books, of whoſe Oy, 


there was no oe Evidence ? 


And why 1 even theſe Engliſh Paſ- 


ſages be curtailed, tranſpoſed or led, and 
ſometimes falſified? 5 


% 


; And 
9 If the Moravians have complained before of their Words 
having been tortured to a wrong Senſe, ſhould you have 
{et about torturing them again, even the Engliſh words of 
theirs in the face of Engliſhmen, to the ſhewing thy naked- 
neſs to this Nation, and thy ne to this Kingdom ? 


N ahum! ili. K Tal Editor. 
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And doen it become a Man of Learning 


to take his Key for underſtanding Writings 
from another, when he could have made 


himſelf acquainted without that Help, and 


read without a Glaſs ? 


Should not Quotations be made with the 
_ utmoſt Candour ? 


And ſhould any thing but the plain obvi- 
ous Senſe in the Context, and the expreſs 
Declaration in ſo many Words what was in- 


. tended, fix and determine the Senſe of 


Words and the Deſign of the Author 5 


And ſhould not a Man who takes up a 
Book of an Author who has many Adver- 


1 ſarics, read with the utmoſt Deliberation ? 


And! is not every Ne bound in Chriſ- 
tian Charity to put the beſt poſſible Con- 
ſtruction on every thing, or at leaſt to act 


honeſtly with an Author's Words 


As all thinker Men would cry out 
againſt the unfairneſs of proving Dowd an 


Atheiſt, by quoting the Words in his Plalnis, 


There is no God; would it not be unfair to 


quote Paſſages of the Brethrens Writings | 
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with not much more regard to the Context 
and Scope? 


Can a Man of whom it is ſaid, Rem. p. 
46. That he in general draws the mat- 

<« ters which are to be believed purely out of 
ce the Spirit of the Holy Scripture, as to the 
& Divine Inſpiration of which he is con- 
c yinced to ſuch a Degree, that the moſt 
< zealous Apologiſt for the Scripture, could 
ce not defire more of him on that Head,” 
be ſaid to have ſtole his Poiſon from Here 
ticks, or to deſpiſe the Scripture? 


Seppenng there be Hereſies which re- 
ſemble one another, muſt they of Neceſſity 
have been taken from one another? Cannot 
the taking the literal Senſe of Scripture where 
a ſpiritual one is to be underſtood, or falling 
upon the ſame figurative Interpretation where 
the literal was to be underſtood, have pro- 
duced in Hereticks at a ee from one 
another, without ever ſeeing each others 
Writings, the ſame ſort of Her eſi es? 


„Shall a Fondneſs for finding 1 
carry a Man who pretends to a Character, ſo 
far as to make him throw away his Judgment 8 
in order to ſhew h Penetration, his Skill in 


_ Thict- 


[21] 
| Thief-catching, and his Readineſs to givo 
falſe Evidence ? 


When a Writer ſays he takes his Opinions 
and learns his Doctrines from the Bible, and 
 ſhews you where it is written, is he therefore a ; 
Heretick, becauſe ſome old Dreamer ſays, the 
Colobarfians, Carpocratians, and a Heap of 
hard-named People, expreſſed themſelves in 
pretty much the ſame way ?* 
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How 


on Shall a Nobleman who had the Education proper 

to his Rank, and had ſtudied ſcarce any thing elſe but . 
what would fit him for being concerned in the Legiſlature of 

his Country, on his believing himſelf called to be a Divine, 

had ſtuck to the Study of the Scriptures, and had learnt his 

Divinity no where elſe, having had as little Time as In- 

clination for wading through what is called Theological 

Learning, and who had found the Confeſſion of Faith of 

the Country he was born in, which he had imbibed from his 


Youth, in all the Bible ; who with regard to the Bible ob- 
ſerved that Rule, 


Noeurnd wer/ate manu, werſate di urnd, 


who not only brings every thing to the Standard of the 
Bible, but gets originally his Ideas from thence ; 

A Man who never read any of the old Na Wri- | 
tings, not a Line; to my certain Knowledge ; 

A Man whoſe Dodrines, and his Method of treating and 5 
expreſſing them, are entirely Scriptural; 

A Man, with whom ſome of his learned Brethren have 
found Parallels, however, as to every Matter or Phraſe al- 
moſt objected to him, in the very Phraſes and Words of the 

moſt Orthodox Ancient Fathers, who had taken them, as a 
well as he, from the pure Fountains of the Bible; which if 
Parallels have been publiſhed in Latin and Engliſh, taken 4 
diem the Centuriators of Mm here in England, atthe 3» 


End I 


Pa 
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How ſhall thoſe be tried by other Mens 
Writings who appeal to the Bible? And ſhall 
they be condemned unheard ? 


When a Paſſage of a Man's Writings is 
proved by the Man himſelf to be taken by 
him from Scripture, which he there quotes, 
can any thing be more impertinently ridi- 
culous and horribly unjuſt, than to pretend 
to bring a Parallel out of an old Heretick, 

85 and 


End of the Account of the Doctrine, Manners, Liturgy and 
Idiom of the Unitas Fratrum in 8vo. (at Beecroft's, Lombard- 
Street, 1749,) and advertiſed at the End of ſeveral of the 
Books you have quoted, Sir, aud could and ſhould have 
ſeen, if you had been honeſtly inclined; 5 
Shall a Man of whom a Lutheran Pariſh Miniſter in a 
Book has ſhewn, that Luther ſtill lived and ſpoke, was abu- 
ſed and overcame, in the Perſon of Count Zinzendorff, 
making a very ſtriking Parallel between thoſe two Perſons, 
as to much of the Abuſe thrown on them by their mad 
Enemies, and as to their Doctrines, and Manner of expreſ- 
ſing themſelves, where-ever Luther ſtuck moſt to the Scrip- 
tures, and wrote moſt according to the Sentiments of the 
Primitive Orthodox Fathers; which Book was publiſhed at 
Franckfort and Leipſic in the Year 1752, in Quarto ;* 
Be ſaid to have taken his Words and Sentiments from 

Hereticks he never ſaw nor ſcarce heard of ? Is there any tole- 
rable Modeſty in ſuch Treatment of him? 


» Der in dem Grafen von Zinzendorff, noch lebende und lehrende wie 
auch Leidende und Siegende Dr. Luther, allen verſtandigen und redlichen 
Leuten der beyden Evangeliſchen Religionen vor augen geleget von Wil- 
helm Friedrich Jung, Paſtore der Evangeliſchen Lutheriſchen Gemeine 
in Hayngen in der Wetterau, 1752, % ales - * 
Dedicated to Dr. Herman, Eccleſiaſtical Counſellor to the King of Po- 
land as Elector of Saxony, upper Conſiſtorial, Principal Chaplain, and 
Summus IT beologus of the Electoral Saxon Churches S 
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and ſay, it is ſtolen from thence, and palmed 


upon the World as an Invention of his ? 


Should Conjectures (which have paved 
the way for much Philoſophical Knowledge, 
but have always in thoſe Sciences been 


propoſed but as Conjectures) be endured, - 


when they are propoſed as poſitive Diſcove- 
ries, with regard to Facts and Principles and 
Practices of others, and are levelled at their 
good Name, to raiſe Abhorrence in all the 


World, and procure, in conſequence thereof, 


the vileſt Treatment of them? 


And why myſt the worſt poſſible Con- 
jectures be fetched from the Pit of Dark- 
neſs, and then delivered out to the Engliſh 


World, as if they were the actual Senti- 
ments of an Author who never ſaw nor 
heard any ſuch Stuff, and is to this very 
Day at a Loſs to know if there ever were 
indeed ſuch Hereticks, or if the Deſcription 
of them be a juſt one, or only invented 
by fome Biſhop without Conſcience, then 


living, who wrote his Imaginations of their 


Tenets, inſtead of their real ones? 


And 


8 PPP ne 
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And why muſt modeſt Conceſſions be car- 
ried ſo extremely beyond what they were 


manifeſtly made for! ? 


Is it not ſomething extremely daring i in 
any Man to invent Ideas, and then impute 
them to his Opponent, by perverting and 


miſquoting his Paſſages, without the leaſt 
Fear or Apprehenſion of -the * of 
the Publick Eff | 


Is it not a5. idle to write Evil of another 
on no better Foundation than becauſe one 


has read it as charged in ſome Book, as it 
would be to ſpeak evil upon Hear-fay ? Only 
by writing, the Injury becomes more pub- 
lick and 1 


Can any Author be. faid to act according 
to good Senſe and Equity, who makes one 


capital Blunder after another about Perſons 
and Things againſt whom he writes, which 
he might eaſily have avoided, if he would 


have taken but a few Steps to ns ng into the 
den of Things? £ 


Should not a Man oh ſets wt relating 
Facts himſelf, or ſtates them upon the Cre- 


dit of others, if he is a ſober Writer or an 
4 ; honeſt 
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honeſt Man, take all poſſible Care to diſtin- 
guiſh at leaſt ſo far with regard to Place, 
Time and Perſons, as not to blunder in fo 
 epregious a manner, as to take the Lord or 
the Magiſtrate for the Criminal he has pun- 
iſhed, or pardoned ? 5 

Should not a Man who pretends to give a 
Character of People, know at leaſt ſo much 
of them, as not to make himſelf a mere 


Laughing-Stock to all thoſe who know that 2 


People, by his ſhewing the moſt unwarrant- 
able Ignorance of all their Matters? - 


. 


N Would 


I If you Sir, was a Gentleman of Fortune and Family, 

who out of a certain Fondneſs for the bringing Souls to Chriſt, 
had become a Miniſter of ſome very numerous poor Pariſh, 
ſuppoſe in Wales; where;{you looking upon your Pariſhioners 


as your Children, wore your Stockings and Cloaths ſo long, 


that the one were darned and the other turned, that you 
might have the more to give to your Pariſhioners, grudging 


to lay out upon yourſelf and your Children more than a very 


ſcanty Portion of either the Revenue of your Living, or of 
your Paternal Eſtate: | w7 | 


If you was known to be a Man who incumbred your Fa- 


mily Eſtates, in order to lend large Sums to others, and 


to lend your Money in ſuch a way as never to demand Inte- 


reſt of any of your Pariſhioners, or force in the Capital 
from Strangers who had borrowed Money of you in their 


-Neceflity ; and if this was notorious, not only to all your 
Neighbours, but to many People at a Diſtance, . and could 
have been made appear to any Man who had inquired 


about it: 


I ſay, Sir, in caſe any Man ſhould write in a Book or a 
News Paper (in Eſſex, for Inftance,) that you was a Man 


who plundered and robbed your Pariſhioners, and ſhould 


mention as Inſtances, one whom you had kept from a Goal, 


oY AS ME ett 
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Would it not be the moſt fair and reaſon- 
able way, before one poſitively imputes an 


Opinion to a Man, to aſk the Man himfelf, 
« Is that truly your Opinion ?” 


Is. there any real Difficulty to come at the 
true Senſe of any Teacher, whoſe Sermons 
every Year, at leaſt 400, are heard by ten 
thouſand different People, taken down from 
his Mouth by two ordained Acoluthes, and 
reviſed and witneffed by him as his, every 
Week ? wonld it not be worth the while for 
any Man who i is s buſy to refute him, to uſe 


his 


as if you had thrown him intoit ; another to whom you had 
lent fifty Pounds upon his Bond ill in your Hands, as if 
you had borrowed of him fifty Pounds; 

Of a third, for whom you had entered into Bonds“ and 
been Security for, as if you had drawn him in to be bound 
for yon; 

of a fourth who had a Penſion 8 you, becauſe be had | 
lent his Money to others and had no Security for it, as if 
he hag lent all his Money to you, and was now not able to 
maintain himſelf : 

If any ſuch Writer againft you ſhould make all theſe 
| horrible Blunders, and ſhould to ſtrengthen his Story, name 
the Names he had heard to theſe Facts, would you yourſelf, 
Sir, be ſo mean ſpirited as to defend your Character again 
fuch notorious Falſities, or would you not think it better to 
refer that to your Neighbours and Pariſhioners? If you 
ſhould anſwer me, that you would defend your own Cha- 
racter about ſuch Matters, I can tell you Sir, in ſuch a Caſe 
neither I, nor I hope any of my Brethren would, except 
when lawfully called upon by the Magiſtrate. That is our 
way of Thinking, and we claim herein 1 for our Con- 
ſcience, and what appears to be common Senſe to us. 5 

The Editor, 


N 
his beſt Endeavours to get a Sight of one or ‚ 
other of thoſe many hundred Manuſcripts ? YN 


And ſhould not Writers of Controverty | 
againſt him make themſelves acquainted | 
with what he had publickly and ſolemnly 
declared and proteſted about ſeveral Matters 
in queſtion ? OO fe err,” 


If a Man could not become a Biſhop, 
(though it be allowed on all Hands that the 
Office of a Biſhop is a good Work) with- 
out engaging beforehand that he would anſ- 
wer all the Objections which ſhould be raiſed 

againſt any Perſons in his Dioceſe who pro- 
feſſed to be of his Communion, would not 

: bas or any Man in ſuch Caſe abſolutely re- 
fuſe to take upon you that Office, and would 

you not ſay ſincerely, however great the 

Revenue of any ſuch Biſhoprick ſhould be, 

Nolo Epiſcopari ? VVA 


But how, Sir, if on the contrary, a Man, 

_ - at becoming a Biſhop of any Church, does 
not content himſelf with taking it for granted, 

_ that all Mankind will be fo equitable as not 
to lay at his Door the Faults of the ſeveral 
People of his Dioceſe, but declares openly and 
repeatedly in the Face of all the World, that 
he will not be anſwerable for the Faults of 
e 
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others, becauſe he is too nice with regard to 
Liberty of Conſcience to take Cogniſance of 
Faults proceeding from wrong Principles, 
having publickly declared, and conſtantly | 
maintaining, that it is not the Province of 


the Teacher, but the Magiſtrate, to keep in 
—— and to reſtrain ſuch Faults? 


But, if it happens, farther, that in this 
very Man's Dioceſe there ſhould riſe two op- 
poſite Sects, which, without breaking off 


from the Communion with his Church, be- 


come however independent of him, and go 
ſo far as to be avowed and openly declared 
Enemies of his, to the Joy of the Adverſa- 
ries in general of the whole Church, who 


exult at it in Print; one of theſe Sets phari- 
faically and falſely pretending to Sanctity, the 


other Railers at the grave Looks of thoſe of 
the oppoſite Party, and carrying their Sa- 
tire againſt falſe Pretences to Piety and Sanc- 


tity ſo far and ſo long, till they fell into the 


contrary Exceſs, and into all ſorts of Levity; 
yet both of theſe Sects agreeing in their Diſ- 


reſpect to their Biſhop, and he Pony 


3 them openly in at leaſt three Paſ- 


toral Letters, (publiſhed N. B. four or five 
Fears before any Law, in favour of his 
People, paſſed in any Country he frequented) 
the Cale being fo, as it actually Was, would 
* 


1 125 1 
it be: a reaſonab'e Demand, that he ſhould be”. 
reſponſible for the Behavius of either or 
| both of theſe Sects, or enter into the Detail of 
ſuch Things, many Years after he had over- 
come all theſe Matters, aboliſhed the Sects, 
and happily recovered the Souls of the Per- 


ſons involved, or that he ſhould anſwer for 
the Behaviour in general of People in his 


Dioceſe who act e to his Maxims? 


J will here mention a few of his Proteſt. 


ations among very many: 


10 ſaid in his Natural Reflections publiſhed 


ſome Years W” 


«] have for my het nds loudly and 


directly (the following, among other Mat- 
4 ters there recited.) 

The bringing new Congregations to 
© ſettle in many ng the Places, and different 
“ Countries, white they have been, &c. 


« All deſiring new and unuſual . 


e * ultrd.. : 


All r the Moravian Hierarchy 

* into other Proteſtant Churches and Coun- 

tries. 

e oubliſhing any Collections of Poe- 

0 * teal — and * the Tranſlations 
| cc « of 


. 
w = 
5 2 * ans; A 12 * 
: 1 r De 2 . 1 — 2 w 4 
N — ——˙r 2 "= * Se 3 


cc 
oC 
* 


ec 
cc 
( 


cc 


cc 


* 


= 


ct 


A . 


Do 
ce 
ct 


cc. 


* 


0 
cc. 
46 
by 


Church-Muſic, 


of them into l n Languages (even by 
our Friends) which Matter had been mote 
than once amel diſavowed. 


« The introducing any other Hymn-Book 
into the Moravian Chuach, but the old 
Bobemian Brethrens Book, with the noted 


Appendix of Michael Weiſs. 


« And I have but barely condeſcended to, 
or tolerated the Printing the Collections 
conſiſting of Poetical Pieces, Carmina, 
Childrens Rhymes, and 
ſome actual Hymns of ſome Brethren, and 
other Friends of ours. Not that there 1. 
among them, Pieces of Love-Poetry, o 


the Adventures of Knight-Errants; though E” 


Collections, in which there are Pieces of 
that Sort, are not quite unuſual in the Pro- 


teſtant Church, nor are the Authors of 


ſuch therefore excommunicated; yet how- 
ever, we have no Writers of that Sort a- 


mong us. 


And ſhould it not be e how 


he had himſelf characteriſed the Collections 
upon ſeveral Occaſions? and ſhould it be for- 


gotten, 


6. 


b cg 
R 


his ming fifteen Years ago, 
that nobody ſhould look upon them as 
n nor upon any 

2 Thing 


„„ 
« Thing as ſuch, till the intended Collec- 


*. tion of Hymns for the Uſe of all the Bre- 
e threns Churches ſhould be made and pub- 
“ liſhed by Authority *; and that he would 


e not be anſwerable for any Hymns or 


1 Pieces of Poetry which appeared in the 
mean Time.” 5 


Would it not have been much more to 
the Purpoſe, to have taken Pains to inquire, 
Whether the Purity, a Stranger ſhould be 
inclined to believe, (from the Words of that 
Biſhop's Writings and ſeveral Hymns he has 


feen wrote by him and others of the Com- 
munity,) ruled among them, did actually ſub- 


fiſt or not? Whether the Remedy they pre- 
tended to have made Uſe of with Succeſs, 
was really good and ſufficient ; or only pal- 


tative, temporary and very fallible ; than to 
run open- mouthed, and revile what could ne- 


ver have been reviled, but by brute Beaſts 


without Underſtanding ? 


When the Author ſhall have reviſed and 
publiſhed his own Works, in which the 
truly Chriſtian Syſtem he has had theſe 
thirty Years, and which he intends to abide | 
7 This Collection was actually publiſhed bere in Germar, 


in the Year 1753, and conſiſts of 2000 Hymns, to which a 
|  thoufand more have been added in 1754. . 


by 


r a n 
* — 
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by, as well as the inmoſt Receſſes of his, 
Heart, are laid open, and theſe Writings 
{hall be fairly compared with their Accuſers; 
what a Figure will their Accuſers make; 
as, well as they who have ſpread the Accuſa- 
tions, countenanced or rede them? 

And would you not be put to che moſt 
dreadful Confuſion, if any real Trial was to 
be made of the Doctrines and Practices of 
the Perſon . have ſo miſrepreſented? 4 


ed was you not yourſelf perſuaded a; 
the Needleſneſs of your Book, and. how ill- 
grounded it was, during your Writing? 
Where was your Conſcience when you wrote 
that Book ? and was you not ſenſible how. 
much you hazarded to introduce a Joke? 
and does it now anſwer your End? and has 
one honeſt candid N in the Kae 
deen obliged by it? | 


Will the Excuſe, 1 3 they v were 
guilty, ſatisfy the Stings of an awakened Con- 
ſcience, when the Means of eſcaping that 
vile Sin of injuring a Neighbour's Reputa- 
tion, and that baſe Crime of inhoſpitably 
treating the good Name of a Stranger, (who 
ought to have found a double Privilege, 
not only that of a peaceable and uſeful Inha- 
. 1 : bitant 


33 


; bitant but that of a Stranger, who is ſup} ö 
to be at a Diſtance from domeſtic Alliances | 
and Protection, which every common Citi- | 
Zen has at hand) were ſo caly and obvious? 


1 chere any Probability chat any thing in 
the World can convince you, Sir? or any 
_ Likelihood that thoſe of your Readers, who 
.are prejudiced, or - pleaſed with Detrat- 
tion, how little ſoever they may eſteem the 
Detractor, will take any Pleaſure in any 
thing we can poſſibly write, though ever fo 
Juit and concluſive ? 


And whereas your Book builds the Abuſes 
you throw at an innocent People, and their 
worthy Repreſentative, upon Facts, which 
you can have neither ſeen nor heard, nor 
have duly examined when heard or read ; 
and whereas your alledging ſuch Stuff com- 
* from Oe of no Credit at all * "gaaſt 

F 1 


* Andreas Frey muſt either be a Lyar, or cannot have been 
a Man worthy of Credit as an Evidence, or deſerving the 
Character you give him, Sir, of a pious well meaning Man, 
ſince you ſay he avas ſeveral Years an Eye witneſs of 
 impious Doctrines, Lexwwineſs, Detaucheries, riotous, dil alute, 
and idolatrous Practices aud Scandalous Immoralities and Impie- 
ties. A pious and well-meaning Man would have renounced, 
and left them the very fir/? Da, at all Hazards, in which he 
had ſeen, or been an FEye-avitne/5 of /uch things. | 
If upon reading Andreas Fre;'s, or your Bock, Sir, ſome 
Man of Taſte for J. erodueſt, Debaz ery, — Immorality, 
2 or = 


_— 
"Parſons fo well known and fo often acknow- 
ledged, who have heaped up Benefits with- 
but ceaſing upon your Country, and have 
not gained ſo much as twenty Shillings by it, 
_ manifeſtly ſhews how partial your way of 
Acting is, and how entirely you neglect that 
old natural Rule, Audi alteram partem : What 
hope does this Proceeding of yours give us, 
that if you, if even you, ſhould try the Ex- 
periment, and find all the Facts alledged 
againſt us to be downright Untruths, and 
that all which you had imagined bad Acti- 


r Impiety, ſhould imagine he can meet with Food, or Coun- 
tenance for ſuch things from the Man you ſo abuſe, he 
will find himſelf terribly miſtaken, and it would be the 
worſt Was that ever happened to him in his Life, if he ſhould 
try to practiſe any of theſe Matters in any of thoſe Countries 
where he or his Family have the Judicature of Life and 
Death: the Laws of the Land would ſurely be executed ac- 
cording to the Nature of the Caſe upon every Man without 
| 1 who ftiould be convicted of ſuch Things upon a 
fair Trial. | 4 . 


I mention this, to warn wicked and fanatical People not 
to make to themſelves, or adopt ſuch a Set of Principles and 
Practices, as they have heard Andreas Frey and you charge 
the Brethren with; which may probably be one of the many 
| fine Fruits of your Labours, Sir, and as ſach, muſt be laid at 
your Door: and how you will anſwer all this complicated 

Guilt of abuſing and bedawbing innocent People, and charg- 
ing them in cool Blood with the worſt Crimes upon Principle, 
and furniſhing for every lewd Fanatic, who may happen to 
read a Page or two of your Book in the Lining of ſome old 

Trunk, perhaps forty or a hundred Years hence, a Scheme 

* For carrying on Lewdneſs and Debaucheries under the Cloak 

of Religion? I ſay, how you will anſwer for all this Guilt, 

I cannot comprehend, The Editor. Y 


ons 


1 
ons of ours, turned out to be, in reality, that 
Virtue and Praiſe every honeſt Man ought 
to aim at, that you would be very much re- 
joiced by it? 1 Cor. xiii. 3 25 


- Your Books expoſing grave Words and wy 
Things to Ridicule “; what will counterpoiſe 
our acting in Contradiction to the expreſs 
Command of our common Lord and Creator, 
not to enter into the Diſcuſſion of Matters 

of ſuch Weight with People like you? and it 
doth rather perſuade us to put you in mind 
of the very Words of your Engliſb Bible, 
Common - Prayer-Book, Homilies, Pſalms, 


What muſt the many thouſands of both Sexes and all 
Ages, Children, young People, and married People and Wi- 
dows, who have been delivered from. Impurity and Corrup- 
tion which is in the World, by having (66s. to fix their 
Heart and Eye upon Chriſt, that bleſſed Perſon, who is both 
their Rule, Pattern and Phyſician ? — What mult all theſe 
think, when they ſee important and ſerious Truths, and 
chaſte and holy Matters (which are by the Brethren treated 
with the ſame plainneſs, and for the ſame Reaſon as they are 
in Scripture, and expreſsly in order to preſerve Chaſtity, and 
prevent, or deſtroy Root and Branch al Degrees or Kinds of 
Abomination) and Perſons who have dedicated themſelves 
_ unto God, offering themſelves and their Members as Inſtru- 
ments of Righteouſneſs unto him; what muſt not theſe good 
People among the Brethren think at finding theſe holy Mat- 
ters, and theſe chaſte modeſt Perſons charged with ſuch Co- 
lours and Principles, and Practices, as they never ſaw or 
heard of, or ever imagined the like to be poſſible? What 
muſt not any candid Man think of ſuch Antagoniſts of the 
Brethren, if he has read their Books? Is it indifferent to 
Fou, Sir, what every honeſt Man muſt think of you? 

5 : e de 
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Hymns, and Aſſertions of your firſt Dieines, 
in many Matters you could have fetched 
from that Fountain-Head, inſtead of ſeek- 
ing for ſuch Treaſure in the Bogs of Hereſy ? 


Moreover, as you have given yourſelf the 
Trouble to gueſs at our Meaning, in Places 
where you yourſelf confeſs that it appears 
not ſo plainly, would you bear it very pa- 
tiently, if we ſhould convince you ad oculum 
of your very great Miſtakes? and would you 
heartily give the Applauſe due to the —_ 
Truths you yourſelf ſhould find to 
Amazement among us? Or would not ny: 
ſuch Diſcovery make your ſecond Book - 
worſe, if poſſible, than your firſt, inſtead 
of giving Glory to God, and making 23 
ellon unto Him ? 


As your Tribe of Scribblers and quarrel- 
ing Scholars are notorious for dipping your 
Pens in Gall at your firſt ſetting out, before 
you know any thing of the Matter; one 
need not be at a Loſs to gueſs beforehand, 
chat the End will ſuit your Beginning, 


:. Hive you ever faſted and prayed for hea- 
E Illumination to diſcern Error from 
Truth i 


5 i 2 
Truth; Appearance of Things from the 
Reality; and plain Wiſdom from Sophiſtry? 


And when you come to know the Bot- 
tom of your own Soul, better than you 
know it at preſent; will the Pride of your 

Heart permit you to bewail the Injury you 
have done an innocent People? and, if fo, 
how will you make Reparatiin? 


What Sort of a Recompenſe is to be ex- 
pected from the Public, for extracting out of 
ſo great a Number of Books not one Word 
to Edification, but turning a hundred ſober. 
Phraſes into Nonſenſe ; and the pureſt Cha- 

ſtity into a refined or hidden Harlotry, to 
 feandalize the Public ? 5 

And do you not remember the Curſe you 
read in the Commination- Service of the 
Church of England againſt yourſelf, for per- 
verting the Judgment of the Stranger, &c. 
as well as the Curſe upon Slanderers? and 
have you no Fear about your Perſon by rea- 
ſon thereof? EY Fs el 


ns What do you think will become of you, : 
Sir, when on the Judgment-Day you ſhall 
find, that your Words were of a worſe than 
idle Sort; the Horror of which our Saviour 


as being Points neceſſary to be ſettl preli- 


we are to treat of ſuch Matters; (fince other- 


1 are taken for granted on both Sides) 


EP 
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has aſſured us with an awful Oath; will then 5 
be expoſed to all the World? 


Now, Sir, when you have coolly examin- 
ed and tried the late Manner of writing againſt 
us in the Light of theſe Obſervations, and 
have alſo peruſed our Queries, which we oc- 
caſionally ſhall direct to the Public in general, 


minarily between us and any one with whom 


wiſe we do not know whether at all, or 
how far the ſame Fundamentals in theft er 


If you will then be pleaſed to write afreſh 
what you have to obſerve upon the Whole, 
and do it in another Stile than your Books - 


uſually are (for we are a People very fond of 
open Plain-dealing, but very averſe to the 


. of ſatirical Pleaſantries among Chriſtians 
in ſuch weighty Matters) our Preſbyterian 


Brethren may very probably reſolve a enter 


into Particulars, even with ſuch a Writer as 


you are. 


But if you refuſe it, or do it in a Stile, in- 
decent and unbecoming, neither they nor we 
ſhall give you, Sir, any Anſwer; but con- 
tent ee with ging £ ** Nation the ſe- 


cond 


FT 
cond Part of that clear and ſufficient Idea, in 
regard to all our Principles and Practices, we 
gave your Church from our earlieſt coming 


her, which we are 9 with all rea- 
ſonable Speed. 


Leaving your Writings | to the Conſidera- 
tion of the Engliſb Brethren, who being 
your Countrymen, will beſt know how to 
treat ſuch Matters more Anglicano ; I take 
my Leave of you, with wiſhing you well ; 
25 that our good Lord may forgive you your 

treat Sin, and incline the Hearts of all good 


Þ 


erſons to forgive you, and join their Prayers 
to ours for your Salvation. 


: 1 am, Sir, 
Nur good Friend, 
very willing to be — fo you. 
OA Jan, 1755+ on all } fair Occafins, 
CANE) One of the Authors of the 
\ \ Gewiſſens Ruge, 
H 1749 
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'B 0 OK S publiſted in En glich by the Brethren 


I. A Manual of Doctrine, in the Form of Queſtion and An- 
ſwer. 24m, 


1. Sixteen Nenne on Jeſus Chriſt e our Lord, or on the ſe- 
cord Article of the Creed; preached by the Ordinary of 
4 the Brethren' 8 Churches, at erlit, 2d Edition. 1250. 


II. Nine, on important Subjekts in Religion ; at Fetter-lan 
Chapel, "London, 12160. 


IV. Maxims conciſely extracted o (ela Volumes i in 
. German, of) the Diſcourſes of the preſent G _ 
aid. 80. 
v. An Account of the Doctrine, Manes, Lag, and 
Idiom of the Unitas Fratrum. 8 uo. I" 


VI. Diſcourſes or Diflertarions opon the Au> arg Coton 
which! 18 the Heron O Confeiſion of Yi Faith, 120. 


VIT. The Ordinary of the Brethren, his hor t and neremptary 
Remarks on the Manner wherein. he has hitherto been 
treated in Controverſies. Tranſlated from the” Dre 25 Ger- 
man Edition, 8 o. | 


, O 7 > 
wh sS vw 4 


| VIII. A modeſt Plea for the Church af the 3 850. 


4 


IX. The Caſe bf the Repreſentatives of the Lite. + Puts, 


with regard to their Conduct in this Se under Miſ- 
repreſentation. No. 


Xx. The Caſe of their united Aachen. 879, 


XI. A Collection of Funn of the Chi ren of God in al 
; Ages. In two Parts.“ 80 


* 
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When we had almoſt finiſhed the Print- 
ing this Piece, I had a Meſſage from 
the Ordinary of the Brethren, who told 
me, that he was apprehenſive that Let- 
ter might paſs with ſome Perſons, for a 
hort Ae. for an Evaſion; and there- 
fore wrote to me with his own Hand the 
e Words. Jan. 25, 1 755. 


IVE my y Service, Sir, to the Author of 1 3 

;- hot Compared, &c. and tell him, that 
when I this Evening happened to meet with that 
large Work of Mr. Sp. and in the gd part of it 
direct Anſwers to more than a thouſand Queſ- 
tions Sc. I met with a Paſſage of the Primi- 


tive Fathers, which I had not obſerved ys 


and which I was K with. 1h os" 


Un pon \ that came another Thought, bib was 
to the « following Effect: 


The Author of the Moravians a Ge: 
muſt be a Man of great Reading. Nothing is 
more unnatural than to ſuppoſe, a Man of a 

Cloth ſo grievouſly: abuſed, as I have been told, 

by the baſe Tricks of Enemies to Epiſcopacy, 
ſhould have made a — between. * 
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Print or in M $S avowed by themſelves, or made 
out by the beſt Rules of Criticiſm to be theirs. 


thoſe antient, orthodox called Fathers, who 
vere known to be their Adverſaries and Judg es; 


juſt application of which, is ſo caxetully ayoided 
by prudent Writers. 


of ſome of thoſe hard Names he 
which I will not conteſt but he _— 


' Yer I will not Judge this Parallel- maker. 


| 


ever little guilty of Chriſtianity. they may be 


[ 42 ] 
of his preſent Brethren and certain Hereticks of 
old, without having peruſed the Writings them- 


ſelves of either of them. He cannot have quo- 
ted Paſſages which he had not found either in 


He cannot poſſibly have taken for his Witneſſes 


or he muſt neceſſarily have rendered himſelf cen- 
ſurable by the Proverb Turpe Doctori &c. the 


Though I profeſs ſeriouſly, that I never ſaw 
in my Life any ſuch Book, nor ſo much as heard 
mentions; ; 


And Ah he will certainly undergo the 
ſame Cenſure with a late Colleague of mine, a 
Scavant of the ' firſt Rank, who having reſtored 
to the Learned World the true Copy of a Book 
much interpolated: by others, was ſaid. by ſome. 
to have done in that Work ſat ſcitè ſed ſatis impis: 


It would be, I own, more ts for us 
both, if, before that Tribunal of Equity. (where 
I never will except againſt honeſt Perſons, how- 


reckoned, not having been educated in it,) we 
Chriſtians could Are Witneſſes of Honour, 
{hl 


[43]. 


In order either to reſtore the Moravian Syſtem 1 
Soundneſs of T hought and Force of Expreſſion, 
or leave it to its Shane. 

I ought, and therefore ſhall, do my beſt to 
bring to paſs ſuch a ans founded on Cri- 
ticiſm and Equity, 


It was to that End that I ſummed up the Char- 
ges againſt myſelf, and wrote that very Night, 
{becauſe, Sunday coming on, I could not do it 
then) a Confeſſion of my Tenets and Practice, to be 
delivered into the Hands of an Engliſh Brother 
Biſhop, a Man of ſuch a Note among us, that 
if ever a Synod of ours had been heid here, he 
would have been invited ſurely to it, and if he 
. came would have been ſeated in the firſt Place, 
and i in Caſe of Parity of Votes have had the 
Votum Deciſivum. 


3 I took the Confeflion from my own Heart, 
and wrote it in plain Words, and moreover in a 
Language wherein a Man of my Make mult of 

* be plain; 55 
Os | ſhall ſtick cloſely to the Meaning and Words 
. found there, which never exceed the Boundaries 
of Primitive Divinity. 


L“ept all my Tenets and Church-Ideas, all my 
. practice and Way of Acting in publick and pri- 
vate, be examined out of chat, with a | conſtant 
5 View to the Charges. | 


Y 


| [ 44] = 


It will not exceed one Sheet of Paper, and 
will be by far a better Foundation to judge of a 
known Proteſtant Church, and a more decent 
Entertainment for the Publick, than the Com- 


paringof a People, (averredjby the Lords Spiritual 


and "Temporal, as well as the Commons of 


| Great-Britain to his Majeſty King George the IId. 


to be an Epiſcopal Church protected and coun- 
tenanced by his Predeceſſors) with the moſt In- 


famous Hereticks, who, if ever they exiſted at 


all, have been extinct theſe thouſand Years. 
I muſt add, that if ſomething ſuch is found 


in the Books of our Antagoniſts, ſaid to be my 


Deeds of ſome 
me and my Colleagues in our Church theſe thirty 


own Words, except in thoſe Matters of Criticiſm 
and Exegeſis wherein all Chriſtian Divines differ 


ſo vaſtly from one another, which can be ſaid 


not to be paralle] to this Standard to be pub- 


liſhed by me before all the Chriſtians in England, 
then be aſſured, we have not been quoted ho- 
neſtly, though perhaps wittily enough, and that 
the Words are not to be looked upon as ours. 


1 need not ſay the ſame of the Practices and : 
petty Sects, ſtirred up againſt 


Years, but trodden down and cruſht entirely ſe- 


ven Years ago: (a Matter publickly known to 


for ſuch vile purpoſes. 


all the World, but thoſe who live by Slander 


- 


and Detraction, and have no Eyes nor Ears but ; 


Any 


[454 
Þ Any Divine taking up chat Confeſſion above- 
mmentidned, (Which ſhall immediately follow the 

two hundred plain Anfwers to as many Queries, 

which are gone to the Preſs) and in his own 

Name will diſcuſs the Matter with me in but a 

tolerable, though not my way of Diſputing, 

ſhall be anſwered directly by myſelf, and under 

my own Name too. p . 


And ſo every Soul of the reaſonable Part of 
this Nation will be in ſome meaſure eaſed of a 
_ Grief, I ſuppoſe they have lain under theſe two 
Tears, at ſeeing Religion itſelf expoſed, and 
Colonies diſtreſſed, and if poſſible ruined outright, 
altho* the Legiſlature thought fit to encourage 
them. pigs 7 3 


1 will now for once turn Parallel- maker. 
There is a fine Piece of Criticiſm, Remarks 
upon the ſo called Chef d uvre d' un Inconnu, 
which in our Times put to flight the monſttous 
Impertinence of the Criticks, as the Author of 
. Don Nuixotie did Knight Errantry in his. 
Suppoſing my little Treatiſe, ' though ever 
ſo inconſiderable in the Eyes of the Com- 
mentators upon it of what kind fo ever, 
ſhould put a ſtop to a nonſenſical Divinity, 
| which has ſo long univerſally flowed from Hu- 
man Brains, and reſtore by and by Bible Divi- 
nity : If that be the Conſequence, I ſhall give 
Thanks and Praiſe to the great God Amen, who 
n 9 1 ns 


es [46] | 
always was, is to Day, and will be to all Eter” 
"nity, the pure Fountain of Truth, its. faithful 
Witneſs and Sovereign Aſſertor alone. 


I am your very 


Affectionate, &c. 


ER RAT A. 


Page 17, add after the Words, Foreign Defamers ef 
1 are taken. | . F 1 
P. 20. Line 24, dele publickly (apeniy is ſufficient for 
the Senſe.) R 
Pi. 38, J. 5, read Church. 
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| Shortly will be Publiſhed, 


A N Expoſition of the Matters 
T objected to the Ordinary and 

his People; in which the Readings 
of Books ſaid to be His will be re- 
fſlored, which have been laid to His 
Charge without Proof that they were 
His, and been infamouſly perverted 
and curtailed ; Facts will be related 
as they are; Principles laid down, 
as they ought, fairly; the Practice, 
as it has been in Uſe, is at Preſent, 
and is intended for the Future, will 
V 


Done by the OgDINARV. 
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